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2020-2021
REOPENING PLAN

Dear Voyageurs Families,
The COVID-19 pandemic has brought unprecedented changes to our world, and school has been no
exception. Under the direction of the Minnesota Department of Education, all public schools had to create
different plans that align with three possible learning models for the 2020-2021 school year. Our school design
team has been preparing an outline that provides you with some guidance to all three of the potential learning
models that may occur during this upcoming school year.
Due to the unknown situations surrounding the pandemic, we may need to transition between any one of the
three safe learning models with very little notice. We will prioritize the safety of our staff, students, and families
as we prepare to provide our students with the best possible education and support to face these challenging
times. Further information for these learning models can also be found in the MN Safe Learning Plan that has
been put out by the State of Minnesota.
This link (https://mn.gov/covid19/for-minnesotans/safe-learning-plan/safe-learning-faq.jsp) has answers to
some frequently asked questions on the Safe Learning Plan.
During the past several weeks, Voyageurs staff members have been working to develop plans for each of the
three learning models. The decisions that Voyageurs made were informed by guidance from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, Minnesota Department of Health and the Minnesota Department of
Education. We all have the desire to bring our students back as soon and as safely as possible. We will keep
you informed as to any changes as they occur.

Voyageurs will continue to prioritize the safety of students, staff, and families as the pandemic continues to
change. We recognize the different needs of our students, staff, and families, we will do our best to be flexible
and accommodate those needs on a case by case basis.
This packet should help to answer most of your questions as to how Voyageurs is planning to keep everyone
safe this school year in all three of the learning models.

Scott Anderson
Director

LEARNING MODELS
Voyageurs has prepared three different learning models that may need to be utilized during these
unprecedented times as required by the Minnesota Department of Education. These models consist of
in-person learning, hybrid learning, and online learning. All models are intended to follow a normal school
day schedule of 8:30 am to 3:00 pm. Attendance and participation will be expected for all students in all
classes unless prior arrangements have been made. Below is a brief description of what each model will look
like.

DETERMINING THE LEARNING MODEL
The learning model is determined by the amount of COVID-19 cases in the county per the 14-day
County Level Case Rate. Currently Voyageurs is in the parameters to open within the in-person learning
model for elementary students and hybrid learning model f or secondary students. All Voyageurs students will
be in the hybrid learning model. Learning model plans that Voyageurs follows could change during the school
year depending on the current infection rate based on the 14-day rolling average in the county.

TRANSPORTATION
Parents who are able to provide transportation for students are strongly encouraged to do so. All other
students will be transported to school. Students will be required to wear face coverings while riding in the bus
or other vehicle. .
If you have more than one student that attends Voyageurs during Hybrid learning, you can request that
they be in the same or different groups, according to what works best for your family’s needs. For example, if
you’d like your students to attend the same week, you can choose that option. If you’d prefer your students to
attend opposite weeks, you can choose that option. A schedule for the hybrid learning model to start the year
will be determined by August 21st.

FOOD SERVICE
Meals will be provided regardless of the learning model.
● Breakfast and lunch will be served for students
in the building.
● Cold lunch will be available for pick up at the
school for students during online learning.
Families will need to Opt In weekly for meal pick
up to insure we have the appropriate amount of
lunche and breakfasts prepared.
● Meals will be plated and delivered to students in the classroom
● Staff will be following the recommendation of masks and gloves.
● For the weeks the students are out of the building we ask that the school be notified by the PRIOR
FRIDAY if your student will be picking up lunch for the following week. If you choose to opt in, this will
be for the ENTIRE week.

VISITORS
Visitors are strongly discouraged in the building to limit exposure to the COVID-19 virus. Should you
require your child leave the school building during the day please contact the school upon your arrival and we
will send the child out to your vehicle. If a meeting is to take place, prior arrangements will be made. Electronic
or phone communication is encouraged at this time, including for parent/teacher conferences.

HEALTH & SAFETY PROTOCOLS
AT-HOME SCREENING
● Families are expected to
take temperatures each
morning before school.
Anyone with a temperature
of 100.4 or higher should
NOT report to school.
●

Additionally, students
exhibiting other symptoms
should NOT report to
school. For an updated list
of COVID symptoms, go to
CDC.gov.

●

Students should NOT report
to school if you or your child came into close contact (15+ minutes) with someone who is being
evaluated/tested for or has a laboratory confirmed COVID-19 diagnosis in the past 14 days

REPORTING SYMPTOMS & EXPOSURE
●
●
●
●

Parents/Guardians are responsible for reporting symptoms or possible COVID-19 exposure to the
school. Quarantine requirements as outlined by MDH must be followed after symptoms or exposure.
Student’s temperatures will be taken upon entering the building.
Any student or staff member experiencing COVID-19 symptoms will be sent home and must comply
with quarantine requirements outlined by MDH before returning to school.
COVID-19 testing will be handled through non-school health officials (i.e. clinic, hospital)

For people who received a
laboratory COVID-19 test:

For people with COVID-19
symptoms, without a medical
evaluation:

For people with other diagnoses
(ex. strep throat, influenza):

Positive test result: Stay home at
least 10 days since symptoms first
appeared AND no fever for at
least 3 days without medication
AND improvement of other
symptoms.

Stay home at least 10 days since
symptoms first appeared AND no
fever for at least 3 days without
medication AND improvement of
other symptoms.

Stay home until symptoms have
improved. Follow specific return
guidance from the health care
provider.

Negative test result, but
symptoms with no other
diagnosis: Same as above

FACE COVERINGS
●
●

●
●

●
●

●

All students and staff will be required to wear protective
face coverings in the building and on buses.
One cloth face covering will be provided to each student
by Voyageurs. Face coverings should comply with the
Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) guidelines,
covering the nose and mouth. Students may choose to
use their own face covering that meets MDH guidelines.
A medical exemption form is required for not wearing a
face mask and must be certified by a physician.
Face coverings may be removed only during meal times,
or while outdoors when social distancing can be practice,
or as outlined in the Minnesota Department of Health
(MDH) 2020-2021 Planning Guide for Schools.
Face coverings should be washed or changed daily.
Parents should ensure that the student has a face mask
prior to leaving home. Those who forget to bring their face covering to school will have one provided to
them.
Students who refuse to wear a face covering as required will be sent home and provided with online
learning until they can return to school in compliance with face covering mandates.

EQUITY
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●

●

Voyageurs staff will work proactively and on an individual basis to support students and families as
needed including partnering with area resources.
Voyageurs will make extra effort to ensure families understand district expectations for health and
safety. Each case manager will work closely with students and families on their caseload and provide
the services outlined in the Individualized Education Plan (IEP) on an ongoing basis.
Voyageurs will ensure that students with disabilities continue to receive specialized instruction and
related services under all learning models.
Voyageurs will continue to provide equitable access to general education standards and work with
students to demonstrate progress toward the general education standards and IEP goals.
Voyageurs will remain responsible for the free appropriate public education (FAPE) of its students
eligible for special education services who have an individualized education program (IEP) or 504 plan.
Teachers will be responsible for providing 504 and IEP accommodations and modifications.
American Indian Students will have access to Voyageurs’s American Indian Liaison to assist in
supporting their students in all learning models.
Voyageurs will work with families on an individual and ongoing basis to support them with the
technology they need to ensure they have the resources available to participate in both hybrid and
online learning models.
Voyageurs will continue to review structures, supports, and outreach to parents and families to promote
positive school/ family relationships and enhance student learning

FAQ’S
Q. How will I be notified if my child is exposed to COVID-19?
A. Official communications (by letter and/or telephone) will come from the school. We will not use social
media to communicate exposure information. All communications will be done in coordination with local
public health officials while maintaining confidentiality in accordance with FERPA and all other state
and federal laws.
Q. What happens if a student in my child’s class tests positive for COVID?
A. With an identified diagnosis of COVID-19 in a class (a teacher, staff, or a student), we will notify parents
via official school communication (by letter and/or telephone) and require the impacted student(s) in
that class participate in online learning for a period of time as indicated by current CDC and MDH
guidance. We will ask parents of other children to monitor them for symptoms and notify the school of
any changes in health conditions.
Q. What platform will Voyageurs be using for online learning?
A. Voyageurs has decided to use the Google platform for all learning this school year. Other resources
may be classroom specific and will be indicated by the teacher.
Q. Will parents need to purchase school supplies this year?
A. Voyageurs School has decided to be as paperless as possible to ensure seamless transitions between
face-to-face and online learning. We feel this will also limit exposure to the COVID-19 virus. School
supplies may be purchased to your preference unless otherwise specified by a specific teacher.
Q. What do I do if my student needs a device or does not have internet access?
A. If you feel you do not have adequate internet or a device for your child to successfully complete online
learning, please contact the school. We will issue school devices to students, and we will work with
families regarding internet access issues.
Q. Will the school close if there is an outbreak of the virus?
A. Short term school closures may be required with a confirmed outbreak of the COVID-19 virus.
Voyageurs will work with local and state health agencies to determine when a closure or change to
another learning model is necessary and will communicate any changes to families in a timely manner
Q. What other precautions is Voyageurs School taking?
A. Voyageurs is increasing custodial duties to clean and sanitize several times a day. We will encourage
frequent and proper hand washing from all students and staff. Hand sanitizing stations will be located
throughout the school.

